










France: Village Life in the Dordogne 
By: John Coleman (April 2005) 
 
Jackie and John Coleman 
joined 36 other Washington 
& Lee University travelers, 
including our Water Island 
friends and neighbors, Roger 
and Janet Michael, on this 8-
day trip to the Southwest of 
France.  The region, called Perigord Noir, was 
where prehistoric man (4,000 to 12,000 years 
ago) left behind beautiful cave paintings of 
bison, woolly mammoths, horses and other 
animals, but interestingly no birds or reptiles.  
Ancient towns and abbeys built into cliffs 
over rivers are now what draw so many 
visitors to this part of France.   It is also 
home to extraordinary cuisine.  Heidi, you 
should put this on your list of places to visit. 

 
The history of the Dordogne is interesting.  
It was home to the Gauls, then to the Romans 
who under Caesar Augustus in 16 B.C. built 
miniature towns that looked like the city of 
Rome so that the legionnaires and their 
families would feel at home.  In the second 
century Perigord was overrun by the Visigoths 
and Franks, and later by the Vikings. 
Destruction and misery prevailed for the next 
700 years, the so-called Dark Ages in Europe.  
Later, the Church built large abbeys, and new 
castle owners, when they were not away on 
Crusades, built fortifications all of which 
attracted travelers and pilgrims to the area.  

The Hundred Years War (1337 - 1453) was 
fought between English and the French 
monarchs with names like Eleanor of 
Aquitaine, Henry Plantagenet, their son 
Richard the Lion-Hearted, and Louis and 
Charles VII.  Our guide Antoinette told us 
the war lasted more than 100 years because 
they didn’t like to fight in the winter months. 

 
 
Our group of fellow travelers almost took 
over the small Hotel de la Madeleine in the 
town of Sarlat.  
It is owned by 
the vice-mayor 
of Sarlat, who is 
the head chef 
of the hotel as 
well.  The food 
was not 
disappointing. 

 
One night we were entertained by a young 
couple--she was English, he was French-- who 
sang and played the violin and guitar.  They 
were so much fun to listen to that our group 
bought almost all of their CDs after the 
performance.   Another night after dinner a 
folk dance group (they spent more time on 
their costumes than they did in rehearsals) 
danced for us and then invited us to dance 
with them.  The steps being French provincial, 
we had no idea what we were doing but it was 
a lot of fun. 
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Curious? 
 
What’s the scoop?  Chuck 
 
Dave Clouse here…  I got the message and look 
forward to getting the first issue… 
 
I love it!!!  What a great idea.  I can't wait for the 
first issue.  It's wonderful to be connected to W.I. 
while sitting in my dark office.  Thank you!  
Halsey Blake-Scott 
 
Got your email but the only thing that shows up is the 
banner headline.  Marion 
 
Bil Barber here.  Hope Fitzgerald forwarded the 
information about Da Scoop to me.  Would you 
please include me and my brothers, Scott and 
Dave, on your email list to receive The Water 
Island Scoop? 
 
Hi from Chicago!  I can't open the e-mail, so I just 
thought you might want to know.  Take Care, Linda 
 
Would love to open up your latest, and hate to miss 
the scoop....but I am una idiota with el computer, and 
don't have adobe.., if I did I would build a small round 
house that would be cool in the summer!  Lo siento 
por la problema...... besos, Wendy 
 
Can't wait for pages 3 & 4 - also 5, 6, & 7.  
Val 
 
Doris Pruitt tells me that you will put out a Water 
Island news letter.  Janet and I would appreciate 
seeing it if possible.  We formerly owned Villa Six 
before selling to Bill and Ruth Pence.  Thanks in 
advance.  Harry Buffum 
 

Saw your note on the bulletin board at the 
"Library/Post Office".  Would you please put my e-
mail address on your list for Water Island news? 
Thanks.  Donna 
 
Hi! Mercy:  Harry Buffum informed me you are 
publishing a Water Island newsletter.  As a former 
villa owner, I would be interested in receiving a 
copy of the Water Island Scoop. 
 
Can you please send me your latest issue and 
put me on your mailing list for future issues.  
Thank you.  Kay Mazurek 
 
Thanks for including me; I’m looking forward to 
receiving the first issue of the scoop.  Robert 
 
Rex forwarded the first issue of the Scoop 
to me.  It looks great and I'm looking 
forward to occasional updates on island 
activities.  Thanks, Jane 
 
We are delighted about getting an e-mail newsletter 
about Water Island.  Hope to see everyone next 
season.  Doris and Tom Pruitt 
 

Trash Talk . . . 
Hey great idea to keep everyone informed.  Sooooo, 
what happened on April 9?  We are counting down the 
days!!! See you not soon enough! Genny 
 
Great job!  What was the trashy subject?  I 
couldn't find anything about it in the newsletter!  
Did somebody chicken out and censor the item? 
All the best, The Blume's 
 
Thanks for the Scoop.  However, there is only 
one page, is that right?  I ask because in the first 
column it promises "trashy event" following on the 
next page... Regards, Marge 

From the first mention of The Water Island Scoop we have been flooded with e-mail.  Some are curious 
and want to know what could possibly be happening of interest on such a small island.  Others were 
obviously seeking news of a questionable nature.  Most were just excited, I’m guessing, about the 
possibility that maybe their name would appear in print.  What ever the reason for all the e-mail activity 
it has been received with great appreciation that The Water Island Scoop has been so widely accepted. 



Excited! 
I love it!!!  What a great idea.  I can't wait for the first 
issue.  It's wonderful to be connected to W.I. while 
sitting in my dark office.  Thank you! 
Halsey Blake-Scott 
 
Well hell yes we want to get the paper!!!!  
Better put our home e-mail on it too.  Here 
are some great WI memory shots for you!!!! 
Best to you all,  T-Rex 
 
Wow!  What an address list!  Got the PDF file and 
loved the banner.  Eagerly await the articles and 
photos.  Keep up the good work!  Rob 
 
Please include us in you list for "The Water 
Island Scoop".  Thanks.  Franco 
 
Thanks for the email, Mercy--I look forward to 
receiving the newsletter.  Mary 
 
I would be delighted to receive a copy of 
above mentioned publication as it comes off 
the press.  Thanks, Dick 
 
Sure, we want it....and any other news you want 
to send our way.  Anne 
 
This is such a great thing you are doing!  We have 2 
other sets of family members that would like to be 
added onto the email distribution.  Thanks a lot!  Kim 
 
We would love to receive the letter.  Ed 
 
The newsletter looks fabulous!!  Nice job.  
Thanks for doing it.  Jim & Marion 
 
Terrific!  Thank you!  Halsey 
 
Greetings....GREAT job on the SCOOP!!!....Great 
reporting, the pictures and format excellent!  
Looking forward to the next one.  We miss WI... 
God Bless You...and THANKS AGAIN 
Neal & Carolyn 
 
Thanks for your fun filled SCOOP.  It's a very nice 
reminder of the pleasures of the island for us off 
islander homeowners.  Steve and Ann Stranahan 
 
Love the newsletter!  Susan Bubb 
 
Thanks so much - makes me feel like I'm not so 
far away!   Hope Fitzgerald 
 

I love the Water Island Scoop newsletter!  
Though we're only new adoptees of Water Island 
(formerly Ben & Reba Viscuso's house), everyone 
has made us feel so welcome and it’s wonderful 
to have news about our extended "family".  
Please keep me on your distribution list for the 
next installment "Published Every Now and 
Then".  Thanks!  Ron and Jami Koenig 
 
Thanks so much for the editions of the 
Scoop...  And thanks to all of you who 
have worked so hard for all of us and 
helping us to keep in touch.  Great idea, 
well designed, and well done! ... And 
greatly appreciated!  Best wishes, 
Anne Page 
 
We all miss WI.  Bliss and I counting the days again.  
Thanks for your efforts in keeping everyone updated.   
Tom and Bliss Ryan 
 
VOILA -- AND CONGRATULATIONS.  Love the 
Scoop.  Love, Jackie 
 
I like it!  It's a great idea to do this, you guys.  
Regards, Stephanie 
 
Well done!!  This is really great!  Just what we've 
needed!! Newsy---non-political---fun! 
 
Keep up the good work & we will try to send anything 
newsy we hear, but to those who aren't here, direct 
news from the island is really a lifeline to most of their 
hearts. 
  
My best to you both for this endeavor----  Jackie 
 
Thanks for all the good work on the Scoop.  It is 
very colorful and entertaining, not to mention 
informative.  Barbara 
 
Hi Mercy and Barbara, Thanks for starting 
the "Scoop"... a great idea! 
Roger and Janet Michael 
 
Mercy - Thanks so much for pages one and two of the 
first issue of The Scoop. We truly enjoyed them and 
look forward to more.  Please give our regards to all 
who might remember the Villains from Number Six. 
Janet and Harry Buffum 
 
Congratulations on your first edition, Barb 
and Mercy! What a nice job! So very 
professional!  Jane and Barry 
 
We read your WI Scoop and found it to be very 
enjoyable.       In friendship, Penny Meyer 


